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POSTSCEIPT TO THE THIRD LECTUBE.

As I find that some of my remarks as to the
handing down of the ancient Sanskrit literature by
means of oral tradition, and the permanence of that
system to the present day have been received with
a certain amount of incredulity, I subjoin some ex-
tracts from the Eig-Veda-pratis&khya, to show how
the oral teaching of the Vedas was carried on at
least 500 B.C., and some statements from the pen
of two native scholars, to show how it is maintained
to the present day.

The Pratis&khya of the Rig-Veda, of which I
published the text and a German translation in 1856,
contains the rules according to which the sacred
texts are to be pronounced. I still ascribe this, which
seems to me the oldest Pr&tis&khya, to the 5th or
6th century B.C., to a period between Y&ska on one
side, and PUnini on the other, until more powerful
arguments can be brought forward against this date
than have been hitherto advanced. In the 15th
chapter of that Pr&tis&khya we find a description
of the method followed in the schools of ancient
India. The teacher, we" are told, must himself have
passed through the recognised curriculum, and have
fulfilled all the duties of a Brahmanical student (brah-
ma&&rin), before he is allowed to become a teacher, and
he must teach such students only as submit to all the
rules of studentship. He should settle down in a
proper place. If he has only one pupil or two, they
should sit on his right side; if more, they must sit
as there is room for them. At the beginning of each
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